Black Mountain College was founded in 1933 by a group of teachers
and students as a coeducational college of liberal arts, where ulti-
mate control should rest with the Faculty; where free use should be
made of established methods of education, together with new
methods, in order to develop a general education suited to modern
times; a college which was to be a community in which teachers
and students should share responsibility. From the first the College
has operated according to this plan, and has found increasing proof
of its value.

As a liberal arts college it is necessarily concerned with the essential
problems of the times. Today these problems are world-wide. They

have grown beyond the horizons of individual, group or nation. But
they must be understood by individuals and solved by individuals.
This generation will have acute need of both vision and practical
competence.

To educate today, then, must mean to broaden outlook and to pro-
vide a setting where theory can be confronted with evidence, a lab-
oratory where thought can be tested by action. Black Mountain
College as a community is such a laboratory. While carrying on the
traditional disciplines of college education, the College seeks to
combine the cultivation of imaginative thought with training in
accurate reasoning; it attempts to develop foresight by emphasizing
the search for fundamental principles that underlie transitory
forms, and to show that knowledge must be linked with a will to
act. It can reveal to what ends cooperation and competition each
lead, and bring into balance work directed toward individual de-
velopment and work done in the general interest of a group.

The College, from its beginning, has recognized and sought to
develop the special function that a community can serve in general
education. A community is of a more homogeneous structure than
society at large but has many of its contrasts and conflicts. Common
purpose unites the various groups; it bridges differences of age
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